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ON PRAYER—No. VIII. 


"2. Prayer must be offered up to God under adeep sense of our 
personal need.—The developement of divine truth often surprizes 
us with a beautiful train of analogies, as useful to the philosopher 
as they may be instructive to the christian. It must necessarily be 
so, for though the effectual operations of the Holy Spirit result ina 
glorious and entire change in the heart and life of every one who 
truly submits to their power, so much so that with strictest pro- 
priety it is denominated anew creation, yet man, in becoming a 
christian, does not cease to be a human being. The gospel that 
saves his soul does not contravene the laws of his nature, nor in 
professing to renew and sanctify, does it destroy his moral, his in- 
tellectual, or his anima! natures. Weare not therefore to wonder 
if conviction of sinand a sense of those awful necessities to which 
sin reduces all whom it defiles, should induce men to humble and 
earnest prayer. If we mistake not, a sense of need is the great stim- 
ulus to al! human effort: want in some view or other impels men to 
action; equally gives birth to their inventions, and lays the basis 
for their charities. And this law we should suppose to be the more 
strongly marked as our wants are more keenly fe felt. Hence, in its 
spiritual! application,prayer will be the more urgent and i importunate, 
the more distinctly we perceive our need of the blessings for which it 
applies. 

‘The whole of our observation, so far as we have been permitted 
to trace the operatiors of the spirit upon the heart of the convert, 
confirms our position. ‘They who can give another solution, or in 
their lucubrations would Jeave it out of the account, or assign it a 
secondary place, have either most superficially examined their ow n 
hearts, or they have been favoured ‘with lovelier views of human 
nature than have shed their radiance across our darksome path. 
We have heard the heavy sigh and seen the falling tear; our ears 
have been saluted by strains of celestial eloquence and our hearts 
have felt their thriiiioe power; we have done more—the answer 
came, and we saw it, but never did we perceive an exciting cause 
on the heart of man independent of conviction of sin, or a seuse of 
need. ‘For thy name’s sake, pardon mine iniquity, O Lore, jor it 
is great.” 

The following brief anecdote we receive from the pen of Evangel- 
ists as related by Jesus himself: “i wo men went up inte the tem- 
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le to pray: the one a Pharisee and the other a Publican, The Phar- 
isee stood and prayed thus with himself: God, I thank thee, I am 
not as other men are, extortioners, unjust. adulterers, or even as 
this Pubiican, I fast twice a week, I give tythes of all 1 possess.” 
What giatitude! what noble beneficence! what scrupulous regard 
to the ceremonies of the church. (See Gal. vi. 3.) “The Publican, 
standing afar off, would pot so much as lift up his eyes to heaven, but 
smote upon his breast, saying, God be mercifu! to me a sinner.” 
What superstition! what grovelling! how undignified! (See Rev. iii. 
16, 17,18.) I tell you this man went down to his house justified 
rather than the other; for every one that exalteth himself shall be 
‘abased; and he that humbleth himself shall be exalted.” The sum 
of tiis testimony then is, that acceptable prayer is the product of a 
faith which distinctly recognizes our sinful and suffering state, and 
carries the appeal of an agonized, breaking heart to a sin-pardoning 
and soul-saving God. The humiliating doctrine could not be more 
concisely, and at the same time more broadly asserted. 

While prayer is thus evidently but.an assemblage of wants, or 
the pleadings of a spirit trembling from a sense of its own guilt, and 
unhappy by reason of numberless privations, the whole system of 
grace is constructed in full correspondence with the fact. If thou 
art not a poor, needy sinner, what avails the blood and spirit, the 
love and intercession of Christ? Why does it.require the humble 
attitude, the bended knee? How does it bring the tear to the eye, 
and agitate the heart labouring to express its unutterable groans? 
The form that a principle assumes must correspond with its nature, 
or be the best calculated for its operations. Reader, if these be 
strange things to thee, thou hast yet to learn to pray: O, when the 
spirit first lights up thy path and thy bosom by the mild rays of the 
truth. thou wilt judge with greater discrimination, and act to better 
purpose. 

But we did not sit down to demonstrate a proposition we hold so 
plain, even level to the most stupid professor. We thought, per- 
chance, asceptick, might cast his eye over our papers for such beings, 
whose creed, nick-uamed philosophy, is to believe nothing, are to 
be found in almost every corner, and we hastily penned the fore- 
going remarks for his instruction. Our intention was, to remind 
christians of a very simple truth; for Simple truths we are most apt 
to forget Alas! in what a slovenly manner are our duties often 
performed! With what thoughtlessness do we frequently hurry to 
the mercy-seat, as if the great God were our fellow, and irrever- 
ence was nota crime. We cannot follow professors to their clo- 
sets, and criticise their manner of prayer in private, unless it be by 
inference from premises so strongly delineated in their common de- 
portment, judging thus, their devotion, if they maintain any, must 
be conducted without a deep and humbling sense of their sin and 
need. Otherwise it is impossible to explain how they carry so 
much levity to the house of od, and the facility with which they 
convert the ordinances of grace into means of unhallowed amuse 
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ment. It is impossible that the spirit of religion should so com- 
eng leave the sanctuary, unless it had entirely left the closet. 
©, did they but feel the oe of guilt, did they consider in 
what awful language Jehovah denounces sin, surely the tear would 
be more freqent than the smile, and the restlessness they so often 
betray, the unbecoming, irreverent attitudes they so often assume, 
would give place to that deep, profound, and solemn attention which 
methinks their circumstances demand. They have learned to se- 
cularize their worship. Indeed, they would not treat any earthly 
interest with so much indifference. Like the Pharisee, they nei- 
ther feel nor know their need of a Saviour: their form of godliness 
is not the working of its power. Would to God it were otherwise. 
The ministers of Christ would then have fewer of the varieties of 
guilt to expose, and more comfortable views to indulge as they cast 
their eyes over the assemblies they address, than now afflict and 
discourage them. 

Here it is ‘Slso necessary to remark that there is a kind of general 
conviction of sin with which many are satisfied. With human guilt 
as a doctrine, they are quite familiar. But our position goes fur- 
ther. Conviction must be personal; they must feel their own need. 
{tis not simply that human nature is corrupted, but that they them- 
selves are depraved, and exposed to all those painful consequences 
which sin entails. Religion never can be genuine, nor can prayer 
be sincere and earnest without this personal feeling. We can per- 
ceive the absurdity of admitting the general doctrine without the 
special a OR but absurd as itis, nothing is more common. 
Lay your finger on the individual, tell him “thou art the man,” and 
he has many apologies at hand; he can justify himself from the 
charge of any gross sin, he can tell you how conscientiously he keeps 
the Sabbath, how regularly he attends divine ordinances, how fre- 
quently he “takes the communion,” and in all these is he not meri- 
torious? What personal guilt does not his morality wash away? 
Ah! the Pharisee, has he forgotten that the Publican only was 
accepted? ‘This is not the form of acceptable prayer. Faith excludes 
‘sboasting,” and casts the sinner humble and contrite at the foot of 
the cross. His concern is not what others are, but what he is him- 
self: he is condemned, not for their transgressions, but for his own; 
and his interest in the blood of Christ, by which he comes with bold- 
ness to the throne of grace, is, that it may cleanse him from sin. 
Ah! how many confessions proceed from an unhumbled heart, and 
are uttered by a thoughtless tongue! And how often has contrition 
been expressed, where it has neither been felt nor understood! Why 
do men so often tell their God they are sinners, and earnestly be- 
seech him to have mercy upon them, while perhaps their hearts are 
taking comfort from the recollection of their own goodness, and 
turning round to their fellow mortals, they panegyrize their own 
morality? We have given you the solution of many a cold-hearied, 
unanswered prayer. and laid bare the foundation on which hypocri- 
sy rears her perishing and deceptious hopes. Being exposed, read- 
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We will close this number by observing, that the strength of faith 
in prayer, will always correspond with the strength of conviction of 
sin. We do not mean to say that conviction of sin may not exist 
where saving faith is not to be found; but we will say that there 
can be no genuine faith without conviction; for why should a man 
depend on Christ, who does not see and feel his need of depending 
upon him? And also, that if our conviction be small, our faith will 
be feeble. Just in proportion as we see our utter worthlessness 
and helplessness, in like proportion will we find need for trusting 
in Christ; and therefore if faith be in exercise at all, the deeper the 
conviction the stronger will faith become. Hence the importance 
of humility to the christian’s progress; for conviction, while it first 
opened the heart to the impressions of truth, contributes throughout 
to growth in grace. Spiritual pride, on the other hand, hardens the 
heart, and is kindred to unbelief that weans the mind from Christ, 
until excited by some temptation it issues in an unhappy fall. 
Deny these principles and there is anend of prayer; consequently 
our ae is gone, and our heaven a midnight dream. With sucha 


warning, let al] pause to examine their own hearts, and prove their 
own work. THEOPHILUS. 


RELIGIOUS INTELLIGENCE. 


FOREIGN. 


BRITISH AND FOREIGN BIBLE SOCIETY. 
Speeches at the thirteenth Anniversary. 
(Continued from page 10, vol. 2.) 


The Bishop of Norwich, Vice-President, moved thanks to the 

secretaries. His lordship spoke nearly as follows:— 
“My lord and gentlemen, 

“In addressing you probably for the last time, considering the 
advanced age of life at which I have arrived, permit me, before 1 
proceed to make the motion in my hand, to express the heart-felt 
satisfaction which I experience in meeting so many excellent men 
of all religious persuasions, who, laying aside every minor consider- 
ation, have the wisdom to perceive, and the piety to feel, that union 
of heart is far more important than uniformity of sentiment towards 
promoting the pious object of this glorious institution. ‘To the dis- 
senters from the established church I am happy to have this oppor- 
tunity of declaring the great obligations we are all under for their 
unabated exertions in this labour of love: and permit me to say, 
that we are no less indebted to the members of the established 
church for their assistance, undeterred by the silly or malevolent 
aspersions of indifference to the establishment. ~ 

“The best refutation of such false and groundless charges is to 
contemplate the meliorated state of those towns and villages at home 
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where Bible Societies have been formed: and the report which you 
have this day heard read by our incomparable president, will prove 
that your exertions have not been thrown away in other countries. 

In every part of the world we find that many who were merely no- 
minal christians have now become true believers; and many have 
been turned by your means from idols to the living God. Ifsucha 
statement does not animate us to perseverance,nothing [can say will. 

I shall therefore proceed to make the motion I have in my hand;—a 
motion which will meet the concurrence of every man who hears 
me;—of every man who knows how to estimate the great services of 
our excellent secretaries, and particularly of him whose absence we 
this day deplore; an individual of whose transcendent merits no el- 
oquence short of his own can convey an idea. I shall, therefore, not 
attempt it, but read to you the motion which I have in my hand:— 
‘That the thanks of this meeting be given to the secretaries for 
their zealous and persevering exertions in the service of this socie- 
ty; and that this meeting deeply sympathizes with the Rev. John 
Owen, one of the secretaries, under the severe and long continued 
indisposition with which it has pleased God to afflict him, and unite 
in fervent wishes for his speedy and perfect ae sie 

The Rev. Edward Burn, minister of St. Mary’s Episcopal Cha- 
pel, Birmingham: 

“My lord=—I rise with feelings of pleasure to second the motion 
ef the right rev. and venerable prelate. ‘The very able manner in 
which he has discharged the duty we owe to vour secretaries has, I 
confess, relieved my “mind from a responsibility to which I feel my- 
self wholly inadequate—I mean, my lord, the duty of embodying, 
not my judgment and feelings alone, but those of your lordship, of 
your committee, of this most respectable assembly, of the various 
auxiliaries throughout the nation, and, I may say, of the friends of 
this society throughout the world; of conveying, my lord, in some 
adequate degree, the sense we entertain of the able, the persever- 
ing, and disinterested services of the distinguished men embraced 
by the motion of the right rev. prelate. It is not, my lord, from 
report only that I have been able to estimate their wor th—it has 
been my privilege, on various occasions, personally to witness the 
ability with which they have represented your society, and the 
happy and successful manner in which they have diffused through 
several of your auxiliaries the spirit that animates this glorious in- 
stitution. And I do conceive it is as much to their sound discre- 
tion, their meekness of wisdom, and conciliatory deportment, as it 
is to their superior christian eloquence, that we owe, under Provi- 
dence, its astonishing success throughout the United Kingdom. 

“J have been honoured with their acquaintance, and I hope they 
will permit me thus publickly to say, with their friendship; and [ 
shall ever place it amongst the highest distinctions of my life, that 
my name has, in any subordinate and humble degree, been associa- 
ted with those of the secretaries of the British and For eiga Bible 
Society. 
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«I cannot trust my feelings in adverting further to the case of one 
of these excellent men, except it be to express, in common with ev- 
ery individual present, the sense I entertain of his services, and the 
loss we sustain by his absence on this occasion; and when I advert 
to the cause of that absence, I own my mind is oppressed by some- 
thing of a melancholy anticipation, that services so important may 
be drawing to a close! But it is my consolation, and I am sure it is 
that of your lordship, of your committee, and of the society in gen- 
eral, that, whatever may be the issue, that distinguished man has 
lived long—hved, in conjunction with his excellent colleagues, for 
purposes the most important to man, and that will attach to his and 
their names imperishable honour. 

“In looking, my lord, at tne secretaries of this society, I have 
been accustomed to induige the conjecture, and even to recreate my 
mind with a sort of belief, that among their number was to be found 
the man who first suggested the idea which was matured by himself 
and coadjutors into the mighty plan of the British and Foreign Bi- 
bie Society! If L have been right in my conjecture,—and the history 
belore the publick has tended to confirm it,—I hope I may without 
presumption, or even a too adventurous application of Sacred Scrip- 
ture, say, that the high distinction conferred on the Father of the 
Faithful has, in a subordinate sense, been revived in the case of that 
honoured man. God has made him a father of many nations, by 
suggesting to his mind a plan tor giving to the world a record of Him 
in whow al? the nations of the earth shall be blessed. 

«My lord, | may be permitted iv few words, to advert to the de- 
tails of the report we have this day heard, and to congratulate 
your lordship and the ‘meeting on the glorious success of this so- 
ciety. Under God, IL attribute this success to the admirable sim- 
plicity of the principle adopted, and so wisely and uniformly ad- 
hered to by this society—a principle so well adapted to invite co- 
operation, to exclude the materials of discord, and to hold together, 
and perpetuate, in one undivided effort, the labours of the whole 
christian community. This principle, my lord, is the true secret 
by which your society has acquired its unprecedented influence; 
and it is, in my humble judgment, the best and only guarantee that 
human wisdom could have devised tor perpetuating its labours and 
insuring its universal success. , 

“So fully, my lord, am I convinced that it is to the single, speci- 
fick. and exclusive object proposed by your society, that its extra- 
ordinary and honourable popularity is to be ascribed, and that the 
excelleucy of this principle has taken such strong possession of the 
publick mind, that if | might entertain for a moment the supposition 
that it were possible for your lordship and your most respectable 
comtnittee to meditate a change, or to introduce note or comment, 
or any thing extraneous to this grand principle of your institution, 
1 may be permitted to say in your lordship’s presence that the at- 
tempt would be as vain as have been the efforts to check the glori- 
ous progress of the society itself. 
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“There is one thing your society has achieved that has not been 
mentioned; and as it is among the peculiarities of excellence that 
attach to the plan, I may be allowed to mention it. g 

“Your society, my lord, has realized what no scheme of com- 
prehension, no legislative enactment, hitherto brought forward in 
this country, has been able to accomplish:—it has actually estab- 
lished within the British empire an Act or Uniformity! And it 
is delightful to see the episcopalian, the presbyterian, the inde- 
pendent, and the respectable representatives of other denomsna- 
tions, on the bare statement of your plan, without pain or peualiy, 
as well as without hesitation, flocking te your standard, aad oder- 
ing themselves willingly in aid of your glorious design! 

“Let, my lord, this principle but remain, and that which has 
given to your institution its pre-eminence wil! prove its fluas, its 
unalterable security: And while plans of benevolence hold a place 
in our favoured country, the British and Foreign Bib'e Society will 
ever maintain its rank—will be hailed as the fairest and most bene- 
ficial of all the plans which have distinguisied our age, either by 
the blessings they have conferred on ourselves, or by the means 
and the motives they have afforded us for conferring blessings oa 
the world. 

“My lord, it was well said by a reverend gentleman near me, 
whom I am happy to see treading in the steps of his venerable 
father, that the spirit in which the aflairs of your society have been 


conducted, has powerfully contributed to if. success. . 
“I rejoice to observe that the spirit of controversy on points re- 
lating to this society is every where dinin suing; and L do trust 


the extraordinary document lately issued from Rome, (the oniy 
spot in christian Europe, l would hope, where such a thing could 
have been conceived.) will not divert this seciety trom the tranquil 
course of its proceedings.—l trust, my Lod, we shall continue 
quietly, but zealously to prosecute the noble work in which we are 
engaged, leaving that document, as we safely may, to work its own 
confutation.” 

| Referring to the speech of Dr. Thorpe, and certain topiccs which 
that gentleman had omitted to touch out of teuderness for ‘\is coun- 
try,a tenderness on which he (Mr. Burn) spoke with feeling, for he. 
was an Irishman, he proceeded as follows: | 

‘But there were points adverted to in the speech of my reverend 
friend that will not, I trust, be soon forgotten. His affecting state- 
ment of the actual wants of so large a portion of that countyy with 
respect to the word of God, will not fail to produce sts proper influ- 
ence, by exciting christian sympathy, and calling forth our best ex- 
ertions for the moral and religious improvement of that tov long neg- 
lected portion of the empire. This will be our truest policy, and the 
best mode of cementing and perpetuating an union so essential to the 
best interests of both countries. 

“I really beg pardon, my lord, for having frespassed so long; but 
my feelings on this occasion are much in unison with those of the 
reverend gentleman from America. I have for four years been long- 
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ing for the privilege which till this day has been denied me; and the 
gratification I now feel impels me to let out my heart in thankful- 
ness to God for what 1 this day witness! Indeed I can never sufficient- 
ly express my gratitude for the advantages I have derived from my 
connexion with this society. Under a variety of circumstances, to 
which in this scene of trial and difficulty we are all in our measure 
subject, I have never failed to find what a thousand voices in this 
assembly might now witness, that to be occupied in the work of this 
society has been a solace to my mind in many a trouble, and inspi- 
red my heart with joy in the prospect of that consummation to 
which the word of prophecy directs our hope, ‘when all the ends of 
the world shall remember themselves, and be turned to the Lord.’ 

‘“May God bless your lordship, your committee, this numerous as- 
sembly, and al! who throughout the empire and the world are asso- 
ciated with you in this work and labour of love. And may the 
beauty of the Lord our God be upon us—and prosper Thou the 
work of our hands upon us—the work of our hands establish Thou 
it!” 

(To be continued.) 


From the London Evangelical Magazine, Jug. 1817. 
INDIA. 


The missionaries in India have agreed to collect from each sta- 
tion the most material occurrences, and to print them for their mu- 
tual benefit and the gratification of their friends in a quarterly pa- 
per, at Madras. The directors have lately received the following, 
which they gladly present to the members of the society, as alfurd- 
ing an interesting view of the present state of the work: 


BELLARY. 


I. The translations.—Matthew, Mark, Luke, and John, part of 
the Acts, the Epistle to the Ephesians, John’s three Epistles, the 
first tex. chapters of Genesis, and a pretty large tract, composed of 
extracts from the Sacred Scriptures, have been translated. Mat- 
thew and part of Luke have been several times carefully revised, 
and the former is now ready for the press. We expected to have 
had the whole of the Gospels in the same state of forwardness by 
this time, but a variety of other duties have caused a delay; how- 
ever, we hope soon to announce their completion, and the progress 
of several other parts of the sacred volume. We feel the vast im- 
portance of this part of our work, and are anxious to proceed in it 
as fast as possible, but we wish also to send out our translations as 
correct as we can make them. 

I!. Schools belonging to the Mission.—1st. The boarding-school 
in the mission house contains twenty-four scholars, some of whom 
appear promising children, and we hope have derived lasting bene- 
fit from their being placed under our care. The profits arising 
from this school, with the salaries which we received from the 
missionary society, are united in one general publick fund, by which 
we are enabled to support three native schools, moonshees, a pub- 
lick reader, several writers for copying tracts, &c. &c. and to de- 
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fray the expenses of a large and increasing establishment. 2d. A 
school in the Fort, called ‘The Bellary Charity School,” supported 
by publick subscription; upwards of two hundred children have been 
educated in it since its establishment in 1811. At present there 
are thirty-one children in the school, five of whum are boarded, 
clothed, and lodged in it. For nearly three years past it has been 
conducted by a very worthy pious man, connected with the army, 
but who is now excused from military duty. We have reason to 
believe this schoul has proved a blessing to many, who would other- 
wise have grown up as ignorant and wicked, or worse, than the 
heathen. 3d. A native school in the mission garden, for Canara 
and Gentoo children, in which the sacred Scriptures are read, and 
the catechisms are taught. About fifty children are in this school. 
4th. An English school, for native scholars, in the mission garden 
also, in which twenty-six are learning the English language, of 
which some have acquired a considerabie knowledge. 5th. A na- 
tive school in the Coul Bazar, about a mile from the mission house, 
in which fifty-five children are instructed in their own language, 
and the principies of christianity. 

We have also native schools at Ruggool, Assoondy, Hurriall, and 
Paltoon, villages in the neighborhood of Bellary, in which about 
one hundred and fifty children are instructed in the same manner 
as those at home. Four of these native schools are supported part- 
ly by the monthly contribution of a few kind friends at Madras, 
and partly by the sacramental collections. 

Many applications have been made by the inhabitants of other 
villages, and it is our intention to form several other schools in 
eligible stations, as soon as our funds will admit of it. We intend 
soliciting aid from the society, to enable us to establish five or six 
more. In some of the schools, prejudices have been at first excited 
by requiring the children to read the sacred Scriptures, and learn 
the catechisms; but in general they have very soon subsided. We 
feel much interest in this part of our establishment, and hope in 
time to see it prove eminently useful. Lord smile upon the pre- 
cious seed thus sown, and make it fruitful. 

IIL. Distributing tracts and portions of the sacred Scriptures.— 
Of these at present we have but a small variety; but the few we 
have keep several writers rege employed in copying. Thou- 
sands have been distributed in Bellary, and the country around, 
and we have more applications for them than we can possibly sup- 
ply. The catechisms, we are credibly informed, are introduced 
and taught in many schools in the country around, besides our 
own. Scarcely a day passes without many persons coming to us 
for tracts, which affords us opportunities of explaining their con- 
tents, and preaching to them Jesus, and salvation by him. 

As yet we have not commenced regular publick worship on the 
Sabbath in the Canara language, but we intend it in the course of 
the present month in one of our school-rooms—may a divine bless- 
ing accompany the word and make it the power of God to the sal- 
vation of many. Several natives whom we have endeavoured to 
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instruct in the gospel of Christ, for a time appeared under concern 
and greatly excited our hopes, and two were desirous of being bap- 
tized, but 1t was thought prudent to keep them a while in a state of 

robation; and, alas! time has proved that their hearts were not 
right with God. 

[V. European Soldiers.—We have reason to rejoice that a great 
work is going on among the soldiers of his majesty’s 84th regi- 
ment, now stationed here: it was commenced by the labours of the 
pious and Rev. M. Smyth, at ‘Trichinopoly; and afterwards while 
im camp, the Lord was pleased to bless the exertions of one of the 
pious soldiers, by whom several were brought to the knowledge of 
the truth since they came to Bellary, which was in August last. 
A great number have constantly attended our preaching in the Fort, 
pad tnwdr have been awakened, and, we trust, savingly converted 
to God. In the beginning of October last, twenty-four were receiv- 
ed into che church; in December, two more; and six others are to 
be received at our next church-meeting. Several others appear to 
be under serious concern. Three evenings in the week we preach 
to them in the school-room, and the other evenings they meet in it 
for prayer and praise. 

We have an Auxiliary Missionary Society, which is increasing; 
last year we raised upwards of one hundred pagodas, and this year, 
should the 84th regiment remain with us, we hopeto raise much 
more. 

A Tract Society has also been established among us, which has 
already sent ten pagodas to the parent society. We have also a 
Reading Society, which has avout forty members, and has proved 
highly useful in promoting the good cause. 

Our worthy brother Taylor, from his knowledge of the Tamul, be- 
sins to afford us much help in translating; he also takes an active 
part in the schools, and once a month preaches in English in the 
Fort. 

Bompay.—Our American brethren have been written to on the 
subject of uniting with usin the circular. No answer has been re- 
ceived; but our brother Skinner, who lately saw them, brought us 
very pleasing intelligence of their qualifications, their devotedness, 
and their prospects. 

CaLtcutta.—A copious epistie has been received from the bre- 
thren ‘Townley and Keith. They arrived safely, September 7th, 
and found a number of pious and truly kind friends, whose hearts 
were inclined towards them, and who gave them a most hospitable 
reception. After stating a variety of particulars, brother Townley 
atlds, “October 2ist, took possession of the house in which this is 
written. November 3d, commenced publick worship in the hall, 
which will accommodate about sixty people. In the morning about 
fifteen attended, and abeut twice as many in the evening. entio: 
ber 4th, gave the missionary address at the chapel. 

*6th.— Worship in our hall; more attended than on Sabbath. 

“20th.—Our room this evening would but just accommodate the 
congregation. If another individual had come, there would have 
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been no room for him. Several persons of respectability attended, 
We were thankful to our ever provident Master, that we had it in 
our power to announce to our hearers that in future worship would 
be held in Freemasons’ Hall, in Duremtelleh. ‘This place will ac- 
commodate about twice the number of our private ball, and has, in 
a very liberal and handsome manner, been graciously lent us by 
the members of the Freemasons’ Lodge of ‘True Friendship. 

“Qn the 24th, transferred our worship to Free-masons’ Hall. 
The congregation seems gradually increasing. 

“December 2d.—The missionary prayer-meeting was consolidat- 
ed with that of the baptist brethren, and held at Free-masons’ hall. 
The address was given by brother Ward. Having given the chro- 
nological accounts, he adds, Dr. Carey has been dangerously ill— 
his life was almost despaired of; but the strong cries and importu- 
nate prayers offered up for this invaluable servant of Jesus Christ, 
' have been heard and answered. He is now quite out of danger, 
and fast recovering. You will be pleased to learn that the baptist 
brethren and ourselves are living upon the most friendly terms.— 
We have preached repeatedly for them at the chape! and at the 
Fort, and they show us much affection; it will be our study not to 
forfeit their esteem, which we highly prize. The brethrea are dili- 
gently employed in studying the language. Brother Keith and his 
wile are in good health. Mrs. Townley was sately delivered of a 
fine boy, on December 5th, and we hope her valuable life will long 
be spared.” 

(To be concluded.) 


u 
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SIERRA LEONE. 


It is very satisfactory to learn that the conduct and management 
of the recaptured Negroes, in the several towns, by the Society’s 
missionaries and schoolmasters, are much approved by the persons 
in authority. 

Of some of the children assembled at Leicester Mountain, Mr. 
During sends an affecting account:— 

“One Sunday evening, after family prayer with the female chil- 
dren, I went into my room, which is close to the female school. 
Much fatigued and cast down, a temptation came into my mind— 
‘Alas! what does it profit, to spend health and strength here! Poor 
Africans never will accept that Saviour, who shed his blood for 
them!’ ‘Tossed about thus in my mind, I heard a groaning voice, 
like a person in deep distress. As we had so many sick children, 
this kind of noise was not uncommon; but, at this time, it rather 
alarmed me. I went, therefore, in haste toward the school; and, 
when I opened the door, in expectation of witnessing some accident 
or other, to my astonishment I saw four of our elder girls on their 
knees, praying to the Lord for mercy and the pardon of their sins. 
The words which they made use of were broken English; but I sin- 
cerely believe that they prayed out of the fulness of their souls, 
and poured out their hearts with tears before the Lord. ‘They had 
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no knowledge of my being near them, which removed at once ail 
doubt of their sincerity. The scene was truly affecting. They 
were crying; and I could not prevent the tears from running down 
my cheeks, while I felt what I had never felt before in Africa. 
These girls have shown from that time, and do show it still, that 
they love the Lord, their Saviour.” 

Labour, even in Africa, is, under such circumstances, its own re- 
ward toa true christian. Some of the adults also in Leicester 
Mountain begin to manifest the genuine influence of the truth. An 
affecting incident is related by one of the school-masters: 

‘On going to the hut of one of the poor recaptured negro women, 
who seemed to fave been much impressed by what she had heard 
from me of the love of God to sinners, I found her alone, praying 
and wrestling with God for the pardon of her sins, floods of tears 
running down her cheeks. I asked what was the matter with her. 
She said, in a trembling tone, ‘O Massa, Massa! my heart trouble 
me too (very) much—my heart very bad.’ I prayed with her: but 
her anguish of spirit seemed to increase upon her. I told her to 
give her bad heart to Jesus; and He would make it good, and then 
she would be a happy woman. She asked how she was to give her 
bad heart to Jesus. I told her she must pray. She fell down on 
her knees, and poured out her penitent soul in such expressions as, 
‘Q Massa Jesus! you love poor sinners! Massa Jesus, me bad too 
much:’—into whose ear?—into the ear of Him, who hath said, Bless- 
ed are they that mourn, for they shall be comforted.” 





DOMESTICK. 


APPENDIX 


To the first Annual Report of the Religious Tract Society of Balti- 
more—Communicating intelligence respecting Religious T'ract 
Societies, and their influence in diffusing the blessings which the 
Gospel confers. 

In pursuance of the views and objects declared in the foregoing 
report* of the ‘Religious Tract Society of Baltimore,” the managers 
have thought it suitable to annex, from official sources, a concise 
statement of the progress and usefulness of such associations. They 
hope it will give pleasure to the members of the society, as well as 
tend to awaken a more extensive interest in its behalf. ‘The view of 
great effects, from causes apparently inadequate, seldom fails to 
raise our admiration. But if such effects result in the promotion 
of the happiness of man and the glory of his Maker, our admiration 
is doubly grateful: because the means employed seem to differ so 
remarkably from that order and establishment of things with 
which we have been accustomed to connect religious prosperity. 
These are the support of divine ordinances in a more conspicuous 
and expensive way, by erecting spacious edifices and by support- 
ing a learned and pious ministry. From them, we are authorized, 


* The — appeared some time siuce in the newspapers of this eity, it is deemed unnecessarr 
to unsert it here. 
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upon the divine promise, to expect great fruits. And thither do 
the people repair as unto God, to hear the law from the mouth of 
his servants; there do they look for building up in the faith, and for 
the godly nurture of their households. But to behold trophies of 
victory gained over confirmed depravity, in places remote from the 
scenes, though not from the effects of such instructions; and that by 
means of religious Tracts, which cost one cent each, must give 
delight to évery pious mind, and every friend of human happiness. 
Experience abundantly testifies that great benefits have resulted to 
multitudes of the human race of every grade in life, from religious 
tract distribution. ‘A religious tract (to employ the appropriate 
description ef the London Tract Society,) is a composition which 
concentrates the whole practical spirit of the Bible into the compass 
of a few pages. It may address the reader in the form ofa precept, 
or narrative, or authenticated facts. But itis ever clothed in the 
garb of holy sobriety. It speaks 1 in plain and simple language the 
inestimable truths of the word of God. It has a constant tendency 
to interest the heart, by humbling the sinner, exalting the Saviour, 
and promoting active and universal obedience.” 

Our design necessarily requires us to give asummary abstract of 
the reports of other societies, and therefore the following facts, both 
as to substance and language, are drawn chiefly from the reports of 
the New-York Religious Tract Society. 

By the fifth annual report of this society it appears that the whole 
number of tracts issued from its depository during the last year, is 
one hundred and thirty-three thousand and nineteen. These have 
been distributed chiefly through the middle and southern sections 
of the union. 

A number of religious tract societies have also been established 
since the date of its last report, with fair prospects of extensive use- 
fulness, amongst which, that of the sta‘e of Georgia may be noticed. 

Iu a circular address of its president, it is stated as a melan- 
choly fact, that even in the vicinity of its towns, and much more so 
at a distance from them, many a dwelling may be found, which has 
not within its walls a single page of religious instruction. We 
are pleased to see it added, as being evident from correspondence, 
that “these recent institutions proceed in their labours with great 
zeal.” 

The managers regret that they have not been favoured with the 
last reports of the Philadelphia, Connecticut, and Massachusetts 
societies, which have been several years, it is believed, in active and 
successful exertion. 

From the first annual report of the “Religious Tract Society of 
Savannah,” information has been received, that the board of mana- 
gers have distributed upwards of twenty two thousand tracts. Seve- 
ral thousand copies of which, in the French, Spanish, and German 
languages, have been sent to the German settlements in the states 
of Georgia and South Carolina, to the Floridas, and to New Or leans. 
These last were purchased of the “London Tract Society.”? The 
exertions of this parent institution have been felt by millions of the 
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human race, whose incense of gratitude is wafted from the ends of 
the earth. 

In the course of fifteen years, it has distributed more than four- 
teen millions of tracts, and in the year 1815, it had the delightful 
retrospect of one hundred and twenty-four auxiliary societies, which 
it had been instrumental in forming in Great Britain. It has also, 
by its munificence, contributed to the establishment of similar insti- 
tutions, in various parts of Germany, Sweden, and Russia. Its re- 

ort of May last, furnishes us with the gratifying intelligence of its 
Levi issued more than three millions and a half of tracts, during 
the last year. These have been published not only in the English 
language, but in most of the languages of Europe. It has not only 
distributed its publications extensively in most of the nations ot 
Europe, but it has also sent them, (to adopt its own expression,) ‘as 
messengers of the gospel of peace to every quarter of the globe, 
where they have not only been eagerly and thankfully received, but 
evidently attended with the most important effects.” 

An adequate idea of the majestick aspect of this institution, must 
be given in its own words: ‘The religious Tract Society of Lon- 
don, has been for many years, and still continues to be, as a cloud 
of waters upheld by the Almighty power, in the spiritual firmament. 
It hovers over that nation in particular, with a plenitude of divine 
blessings to its great population—it pours down its fertilizing drops 
upon the hills, the valleys, and the plains. But the blessing is not 
confined to Britain. The skirts of this cloud have sprinkled the 
nations far remote, the sultry climes of the torrid zone, and the 
chilling regions of the north, have alike experienced its genial in- 
fluence. The little emissaries of christian instruction, sent out by 
that society, have passed the barriers of China; they have cheered 
the Hindoo, as he meditated beneath his native banyau. The fro- 
zen shores of Iceland have received the gift, and blessed the giver. 
The negro slave in the West Indies has felt the refreshneut of the 
heavenly dew, and in the best sense been made free indeed. While 
the Russian peasant, under the fostering hand of patrons and trans- 
lators, even in her palaces, has received the consolations of truth. 
amidst the inhospitable plains of Archangel and Siberia. ‘The fo- 
reign, as well as the domestick soil, has been thus watered, and in 
each the bow of promise has been hailed as the harbinger of eternal 
spring.” 

Pet he Religious Tract Society of Glasgow,”’ in the year 1816, had 
been in operation twelve years, during the last of which it had prin- 
ted and distributed one hundred and siawteen thousand tracts. 

“The Tract ena of Bristol,” in England, has, in the course of 
thirteen years, distributed sia hundred and seventy-five thousand of 


their publications; and the secretary, William Wooles, esq. in a let- 

ter to the “Tract Society of New-York,” thus writes:—*“ We have. 

like yourselves, a thousand channels for the distribution of tracts, 

but-our funds are limited. Let us, however, do all we can with our 

me Fy means, and leave the rest toa wise. powerful, and gracious 
rod. 
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“The Evangelical Society of Stockholm,” in Sweden, was in- 
£ y 


stituted in 1808, for the distribution of Bibles and Tracts. ‘The lat- 
ter object, however, has principally engrossed its attention. It is 
under the direction of his excellency, count Rosenblad, the prime 
minister of the kingdom, and numbers among its most devoted pa- 
trons, the king, the crown prince, and many of the principal digni- 
taries, bothin church and state. In seven years this institution had 
printed and distributed one million and fifty thousand tracts. A do- 
nation of sia hundred rix dollars from his reyal highness, the crown 
prince, has been lately added to its funds. Within the year 1816, 
about one hundred thousand of its tracts have been circulated. 

A zeal for spreading christian knowledge is rapidly increasing in 
Russia. A lady of illustrious birth in Moscow, has translated 
twenty-four English tracts, and by the aid of a few of her religious 
friends, she had printed and distributed in the course of one year, 
from thirty to forty thousand copies. Some of these were sent 
among the Cossacks, about two thousand miles distant in the inte- 
rior of the empire. ‘These had been the means of “pointing out to 
them the way to eternal life,” and of their making application to the 
‘Russian Bible Society,” for Bibles, “that they might know more 
of that blessed way.” 

In Berlin the ‘ate baron Von Schernding was distinguished by his 
zeal in the dissemination of religious truth, in a like manner. He 
is said to have printed at his own private expense several hundred 
thousands of tracts, and to have employed people for their gratui- 
tous distribution. From the latest London advices, we learn that 
a religious Tract Society has been established in Berlin, and sanc- 
tioned by the king of Prussia, by which one hundred and fifty thou- 
sand tracts have been circulated with good effect, through his ma- 
jesty’s dominions. It appears also, from their address, that the pe- 
rusal of the tracts has, in some places, excited a desire to procure 
the holy Scriptures. 

Mr. Milne, the able and zealous colleague of the Rev. Mr. Morri- 
son, in China, thus writes to the “London Tract Society:”—**The 
more I see of the ignorance of the heathen, and the difficulty they 
find in understanding the truths of the gospel, so much the more 
am I convinced of tie vast importance of religious tracts, and so 
much more clearly does the magnitude of the religious Tract Socie- 
ty’s object appear.’’ He says, “that the Chinese people read much: 
that thecirculation of tracts is no new thing in China, though, alas! the 
matter of them has beeu, no doubt, of dangerous consequence.” 
They have publisned in the Chinese language fifteen thousand 
tracts, and distributed them partly on the borders of China itself, 
and chiefly amongst the Chinese emigrants who have settled on the 
Islands of Sumatra and Java, and others of the Maylagan Archipe- 
lago. He has pleasure in communicating that whatever prejudices 
the Chinese may, internally, have against the gospel, they gladly 
receive and read those tracts which explain its principles. Te has 
witnessed the Chinese children in Batavia, carrying to and. from 
school, the tracts with which he supplied them. ‘The three forego 
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ing accounts evince the probability that tracts are frequently the 

ioneers of the Bible. Thus much for the abstract. Much more 
intelligence of a gratifying character and useful tendency, might be 
added, respecting the number and exertions of religious tract insti- 
tutions, in various parts of Europe and America. Butit is believed 
that enough has been written to satisfy any person who has not been 
previously convinced of the utility and duty of dispersing exten- 
sively these silent missionaries. A multitude of well authenticated 
and interesting anecdotes, showing their influence upon individuals 
in the varied circumstances of life, may be perused in the reports of 
tract societies. To quote again from the report of the “London 
Tract Society:” “The great desideratum is at length supplied. 
Those best of patriots, the men who sigh for the abominations com- 
mitted around them, instead of presenting here and there a friendly 
monitor, send millions to their work. Yes, millions of tracts win 
an easy way into circles, where the voice of a living evangelist never 
sounded, and would not be endured. They invite the notice of such 
as feast in mansions, and of such as barely subsist in cottages; the 
are offered to the child in the school, to the traveller on the a 
to the soldier in the camp, to the seaman on the mighty waters, to 
the victim of disease in the hospital, and to the debtor, the captive, 
and the criminal, within the walls of the prison; they are adapted to 
persons of every character, and in every situation; and they begin 
to be distributed with a zeal approaching nearer than was once an- 
ticipated, to that point which is justly claimed by the importance 
and diversity of their subjects.” 

A due consideration of the foregoing, is calculated to make the 
christian feel strongly, the reality, that they who fear the Lord, and 
speak often one tu another, are not now confined, as in former times 
they were, to the city of Jerusalem, or the land of Judea; but that a 
few at least are found in almost every city who think upon his 
name; and speak often one to another from the distant regions of 
the earth, of the increasing glory of Christ’s kingdom; and co-ope- 
rate in devising and executing 2 ee for its establishment and pros- 
perity. It is from a view of the stream of blessedness from the Spi- 
ritual Rock, which has followed the footsteps of the humble disciple 
of Jesus, in the highways and hedges, scattering as he passed, the 
Bible and the tract; from a view of what the Lord is doing in the secret 
places of the earth, where iniquity has dug its habitation, and ignor- 
ance has drawn around the curtain of darkness, that an offering of 
thanksgiving is kindled in the believer’s heart; that christian philan- 
throphy is awakened from its repose, and excited to zealous and per- 
severing action. 
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